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Hospital triples size of expansion project
EVERGREEN PARK | Little Cumpany of Maqr officials hope to break ground in 2009
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Little Company: of - Mory
Hospital is tripling the size of a
project to add & women's
health denter to ils Evergreen
Pack campus.

Hospital officials: plan to
construct & new buflding and
FONOVILE SOme existing apaces
in jts north and south pavil-
ioms for o total of 275000
sptire feet

The new bullding. which is
tentatively being ealled the
wist pmrﬂhm, will honse the
new women'’s health center, ns
well as B0 medma]fsnrgn:ul
bieds with private rooms and
private  haths,  outpatient
behavioral health and the hos-
pital's lkifchen/dining service,
dccording to preliminary plam
haspital spokeswonmn Deniso
Stilnuan sl Thursday,

The project is éxpécted to
add’ Detween ‘elght and’ 22
treds, depending. on the size uf
the rooms, Stillman said.
portion of the new beds: wﬂl
be dedicated for the women's
center, and the bakinee will be
fur generd medical use

« But the hospital's mission
remains the same, officials
saddl.

“Our vision is to be #n
cmaurdlnary commumnity hnﬁ-

Officials exp:.uldul l.hulr

- pimm alter they announeed in

October their intention to
build o new women's center at
the hospital,

"W looked ot the whole
campus and how it wanld
chunge with the new women's
he:n{lth ﬁmlmmfﬂnwr sai.

pEpilal o 5 originally
Had thonght they would add o
the women's heulth center

“building at a lnter date {o

=reach {18 poal of all privale

rooms with private baths.
About 82 porcent of the hospi-

pital,” Stillman said. e
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umaﬁsnmdngamjwmhn;m pﬂhnhtﬂiﬂu Company of Mary
Hospital, 2600 W, 35th St., In Evergreen Park. The project consists of constructing o
new bifiding, which will add 1 women's health cester, FLE PHOTD

Lal’s 318 beds are private,

“Waiting and  trying 1o
update the campus over a 10-
to 16-vear period was more
risky than moving forward
with a five-vear plan,” said
Dennis: Reilly, the ho@liﬂl's
president and chiel executive
officer.

Rising  construction costs
-Wﬂreakfﬂffﬂntnrinlhﬂﬂﬂﬂ-
sion to move forwant with the
lzrg.:-r project, and the hospi-

atl’ pmi'atu
moms. aﬂ!ﬂMd

The new version of the proj-
ect was pitohed to the board
and approved in November,
Stillmian saidl,

“We haven't done anything
this “big,” she said. “It's very
a s

She sudd the praject, which
is estimated to cost up to
5180 million, will' be. funded
through = capital campaign,
_horrowed funds and internal
ESOLITes.

The project s about 86 per-
cent new construction
and 14 percent renovations,
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Stillman said.
Mary Freyer, the hospital's
chief operating officer, and

Sister Hathleen Melntyr
chairman of the hospit

“board, said the project contin-

ues the legaey of the siaters

and the hospital.

“It's nol something we're
going 'to_be_le for the
next generation to do. It's our

responsibility,” Frever sald.
Letters were sent {o some

duhexpectedtnmuhul'wi ]

tal-wide announcement todsy,
“They need to modernize

the buildings they have, which:

will put them in a better posi-
tion - competitively, so 1 think

ir's needed,” Evergreen Park

Mayor James Sexton said.
Spxton said he hos not seen

any plans for the project andis:

concerned aboul parking.
“We'll have to waitl and see
an Uiad," he said,
Reilly is: exploring options
to replace and add any needed
pnr spaces from the proj-

The new facility will be tmlll
alongside the hospital's tower
building and then the tower
boilding © will be  razed,
Stillman said,

“The tower building is the
hospital's original building. It
hopses medical/surgical pa-
tient beds; cardiology testing,
outpatient beluviorsl health,
administrative offices, the
family birthing center, pedi-
atrics and dialysis. But it has
become obsolete, officials
said: 3

Melntyre, who was bomiat
the hﬁﬂ]‘lll‘-ﬂ] and also did her
nurses' tradning - ihere, said o
new building will be more effi-
el )

“Ii was called the erucifix
form,” she said. It was probs-
iy efficient in the 1030s il
1840s, but the delivering of
qtmhry healthciure  became
more difficult becinse of the
wily it was built.”

Frever, chief operating offi-
cer, said to try to renovate the
l;r.tiﬂtlng tower building would

ot be feasible.

~But the hl;:ﬂ[:luﬂ will need

the community’s help to pay
Tor the project. Officials suid

they will move forward with
the capital campaign despite a

downturm in the economy.

They hope 1o break ground
n 2000, but the project must

‘Be approved by the Ilinois

Hedlth Fucilities board and the

‘Evergreen Park Village Board,

Stillman suid Hospital offi-
cinls hope to submit their pro-
posil to-the facililies baard in
the fall, she said.

“When you think about it
Weawalk of faith, God waints
15 to moke this investnent in
this community, to continne to

serve the people,” Melntyre

said.

Stephanie Gehring may be reached at
spahringsoulhtownstar.com or
(TDB)E33-5971.
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